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Instant Workshops 
Creating a Bibliography with ZoteroBib 
This workshop explains how to use ZoteroBib to create a bibliography for your 
assignment. 

 

Transcript 
Creating a bibliography with ZoteroBib. If you’re given many assignments where you have 
to create bibliographies, you have a few options. You can create the bibliography 
manually. It takes a bit of time and very few people I know enjoy the process, but if you 
like doing it that way, go for it! You can use a citation manager like Zotero or Mendeley or 
EndNote. These are software tools that you download and install, and they take a bit of 
time to learn, but they’re excellent if you have large projects. If you just need a very quick, 
very small bibliography, another option is to use an online bibliography generator. 
However, if you’ve ever used one of these, you may have noticed that many of them run 
ads or try to ask you for money for the full-featured version. I’m going to show you an 
online bibliography generator, ZoteroBib, that is free and ad-free, made by the people 
who create Zotero.  

So, the process of creating a bibliography with ZoteroBib is to enter items one at a time in 
the Cite box, select the citation style for your bibliography, and then export that 
bibliography either by copying it to the clipboard or exporting it as its own file. I’ll quickly 
show you how to do this. 

Say I have an assignment about digital distraction, and I have two journal articles and a 
book that I’ve cited. Now, I place these items one at a time in the Cite box. I can either 
place them by title, by URL, by ISBN, or by other identifiers. The first article, Ill 
communication: Technology, distraction, & student performance, I’ve entered in by title. I 
put the title in the Cite box and press Enter. And ZoteroBib will look for the full citation for 
this article. It presents the full citation. I can select it, and it’s added to my running 
bibliography. 

I’m going to add my second article, Brain drain: The mere presence of one’s own 
smartphone reduces available cognitive capacity, but this time I’m going to do it by 
copying the URL of the article. I take that URL. I paste it into the ZoteroBib citation box 
and press Enter and, again, ZoteroBib finds the citation information. 

Now I have a book that I’d like to add, and this time I have the print book right in front of 
me. It’s called How to Break Up with Your Phone by Catherine Price. And, instead of 
adding by title or by URL, this time I’m going to add by ISBN, the International Standard 
Book Number which is the small number located right above the book’s barcode. I have 
the ISBN here. I enter it into the citation box and select Cite and the citation information 
for How to Break Up with Your Phone is added to my bibliography. 
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So, I have my bibliography of three items. By default, I have APA 7th edition as my 
citation style. I can change that to Chicago, MLA, Turabian, or if I need another style, over 
ten thousand styles are available. I’ll leave it with APA 7. Finally, to export, I can download 
as a file, but what I’ll do is I’ll select the Copy to Clipboard button, and I will paste that into 
my Word document. 

Here I go. I’ve got my three-item bibliography with two articles and a book and now I 
would just need to look through this to make sure that all the citation information is 
correct. There’s always the chance that the available information online has small errors. 
However, that is the process of using an online bibliography generator like ZoteroBib to 
quickly create a bibliography. If you need more help or information, contact your 
institution’s library.  

 

Instructions 
Creating a bibliography with ZoteroBib: 

1. Navigate to https://zbib.org 
2. Enter the title, URL, ISBN or other identifier of your first item in the ZoteroBib Cite 

box. 
3. Select the Cite button or press Enter. 

If ZoteroBib finds your item, will be added to your running bibliography. If 
ZoteroBib finds more than one possible item, it will prompt you to Please select a 
citation from the list and provide you with a list of choices. If ZoteroBib cannot find 
your item, you can add it yourself by selecting the Manual Entry button. 

4. Repeat steps 2-3 for each item in your bibliography. 
5. Beneath the Bibliography heading, select the citation style dropdown menu, which 

is set to American Psychological Association 7th edition by default, and select the 
citation style you wish to use. 

If your citation style is not listed in the dropdown menu, select 10,000+ other 
styles available… ZoteroBib will prompt you to Add a Citation Style. Enter the name 
of the citation style you need in the citation style search box and results will 
appear automatically. If you find your citation style, select the Add button to the 
right of the style name. 

6. Beneath the Export heading, select the Copy to Clipboard button. 
7. Paste your bibliography into your document. 
8. Check each item in your bibliography to make it is complete and correct according 

to your selected citation style. 
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Review 
Task for Learning 
Successfully create a bibliography with ZoteroBib and add it to a document. 

Review Question 
ZoteroBib can do a lot to help you create bibliographies. What is one thing it cannot do? 

a) Add items to your bibliography by title, URL, ISBN, and other identifiers. 
b) Create bibliographies in over 10,000 different citation styles. 
c) Let you copy and paste a bibliography directly into your assignment. 
d) Identify incorrect or missing information in your bibliography. 

The correct answer is on the next page. 
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Review Question Answer 
The correct answer is d) Identify incorrect or missing information in your bibliography. 
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